
RI ELL Advisory Council 
May 2, 2016 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 

Attendance: 
Julie Motta (Chair), Laurie Grupp, Richard Kucal (Vice Chairs), Elizabeth Alexander 
(Recording Secretary), Cathy Fox (Membership Secretary), Jillian Belanger (RIDE), 
David Sienko (RIDE), Catarina Anselmo, Nancy Cloud, Evelyn Cosme-Jones, Elizabeth 
Lusi D’Abbraccio, Tanya Helm, Kim Hewson,  Ying Hui, Sharon Jochmann,, Joe Lopes, 
April Marquis,  Ronilee Mooney, Senator Juan Pichardo,  Sarah Reis,  Dina Silvaggio, 
Audrey Romanelli,  Nittaya Saenbut, Sara Smith, Anke Steinway, Katie Torres, Jose 
Valerio, Jenn Walker, Reyna Zapata 
(Non-voting attendees): Sarah Hesson (RIC), Deborah Motta 
 
Apologies: 
Terri Couto, Rebeca Filomeno, Maria Mansella, Sara Melin, Maria Moret, Michael 
Northup, Erin Papa, Amanda Sox-Agudelo  
 
 
The meeting was called to order at.6:35 P.M. 
 
1. Welcome 
 Julie Motta welcomed all! 
 
 2. Student Profile 
Richard Kucal shared a profile of students from Shea High School who visited 

Washington D.C. to participate in the Close Up program.   

3. Old Business (Approval of Minutes)  

The minutes of the Feb 29th meeting were approved. Elizabeth Alexander motioned 

to pass them, and Jose Valerio seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

4. New Business 

Commissioner Wagner shared updates: 

 State Funding Formula Group:  recommended funding ELL.  It will take 

place over 2 years.  Method of funding has not been determined.  The money 

will be tied to best practice. 

 There was some disagreement regarding funding of ELLs:  Some people 

believe that funding for poverty should continue to fund ELL programs. The 

Commissioner is working to move the thinking from a deficit model to a 

model where bilingualism is valued.  It is necessary to address the perception 

that students should arrive speaking English.  RIDE is making a dual language 

push. 
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 Empowerment Act:  Giving space to people to arrange schools differently, to 

improve schools and their environment. 

 

 High School Graduation:  High standards are needed that lead to readiness, 

but also provide student options.  RIDE is looking at two designations: 

 

1. Achievement-based (Commissioner’s Seal) 

2. Course-based (connected to interest/service learning) 

Lines are drawn between people who want the burden on the 

students vs. the burden on the school  

  

 ELL Regulations:  The renewal of the current regulations has been pending 

since 2010.  Updated regulations are moving along slowly.  The funding 

formula needs to be settled in the State House before the summer recession.  

Then in September the updated graduation requirements need to be passed.  

The ELL Regulations will then be advanced. 

 

 RIDE Reorganization:  The Commissioner is heading up some 

reorganization within the agency.  There will be a new deputy commissioner 

for teaching and learning.  Mary Ann Snyder will probably move into that 

role.  This is in addition to the Deputy Commissioner’s position (usually held 

by an attorney) 

  
 

Discussion---Nancy Cloud was happy to hear about the changes.  She wondered if 

there are things we can do to foster bilingualism and multilingualism in school 

programs.  She suggested that RIDE put out a Public Service Announcement, sending 

a positive message about the value of bilingualism.  In RI people speak about 

“learning a language,” rather than “learning content in a language.”  They have no 

idea how this works.  They need to observe different students learning content in a 

language. 

Senator Pichardo asked if federal funds can be leveraged to support ELs.  David 

Sienko said that ESSA provided more flexibility.  Title One funding can now be 

divided up in a different way. 
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Accommodations for ELs on PARCC and NECAP 

Phyllis Lynch attended the meeting to address the issue of accommodations for ELs 

on state testing.  All students may receive accommodations. There are standard 

accommodations, and unique accommodations can be requested on an individual 

basis.  Standard accommodations are posted on RIDE website.  They are also set out 

in the Testing Manuals.  Test Coordinators have a responsibility to train staff.  

School based teams should meet well ahead of testing to decide on appropriate 

accommodations for the ELs in their building.  PARCC has accessibility tools which 

are available for all students.  There are additional accommodations that must be 

requested ahead of time.  There are specific accommodations that are available to 

students with disabilities, and some that are available to ELs.  RIDE does go out to 

monitor test administration, but they are trying to improve practice.   Phyllis 

suggests that schools should stagger testing to open up the availability of personnel 

so that necessary accommodations can be given to students.  Creative scheduling is 

a must.  An additional day assigned to testing may make all the difference! 

Nancy Cloud suggested RIDE complete a data analysis regarding accommodations 

because of the disparity in the use of accommodations from one district to another. 

Clearly, it is an equity issue.  Also, perhaps we should look at language simplification 

as an accommodation.  Phyllis Lynch extended the invitation for educators to 

participate in item review for PARCC.  Some of this will be virtual.  

 

High School Regulations Update 

Cali Cornel, and Felicia Brown attended the meeting to update the membership.  The 

current regulations were created in 2003, and require drastic revision!  A 

PowerPoint was shared: Moving from Carnegie model of “time based”/attendance to 

a proficiency/standard based diploma.  FAQs are on RIDE website.  This proposal 

introduced two additional menus of options that could lead to designations that 

personalize the diploma and better reflect a student's "pathway" through 

school.   Under this proposal, students would earn a diploma based on the 

requirements currently in place. But all students will have two additional options - 

or designations - to make the diploma their own. One of the options for 

personalization is based on assessments; the other is based on advanced course 

sequences. 

 "Commissioner's Seal" designation would indicate that the student met a 
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statewide standard in literacy and numeracy on one or more of a menu of 

assessment options, such as PARCC, AP, SAT, or an industry-based career-

and-technical education credential. 

 

 The "Pathway Endorsement" designation would indicate that the student 

completed a defined advanced-course sequence based on his or her interests 

and strengths, such as the arts, world languages, science, or community 

service. 

  
These two designations will provide additional information about skill attainment to 
students, families, colleges, and employers.  Schools are responsible for giving 
students the opportunity to graduate, and students should be able to stay at school 
to complete courses for graduation. 
 
 
ACCESS Scores, ESSA Updates-- Jillian Belanger 

 ACCESS scores were released to districts during April vacation.  The State has 
not yet received the file of scores.  They are unable to answer questions/field 
comments until they have the scores.  
 

 ESSA update:  See two new documents (E-mail attachments sent out to 
Council members on 5/2). 

 

 

5.  New Business 

 Julie Motta reviewed the goals that had been met by the Council during the 

2015-2016 school year. 

 Seal of Bi-Literacy Presentation, Approval of Letter of Support- Evelyn 

Cosme-Jones reported on the Seal of Bi-Literacy in Central Falls.  Students 

took the Apple Test in Portuguese, German and Spanish.  Evelyn will share 

the process with the state.  A hearing will take place on the Seal of Bi-Literacy 

at the State House.  Julie Motta will draft a letter to the legislation on behalf of 

ELL Advisory Council.  Nancy Cloud made a motion to send this letter.  Reyna 

Zapata seconded the motion. 

 Special thanks were given to those who gave testimony at the State House on 

the funding for ELs- Kim Hewson, Erin Papa, Ronilee Mooney 
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6.  Questions/Comments/Announcements/Good Things to Share:   

 Evelyn Cosme-Jones was recognized for her work on the Seal of Bi-

Literacy.   

  Julie Motta was recognized for her hard work, and leadership, as Chair of 

the ELL Advisory Council. 

7.  Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ronilee Mooney, and seconded 

by Jose Valerio at 8:42 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth Alexander, 

(Recording Secretary) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


